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Mercuru 3o Die Jan. 1677. 


Rdered , That the Thanks of this 

Houſe be Returnd to Dr. Sprat, for 
his Sermon this day Preached before the 
Houſe at St. Margarets Weſtminſter : Aud 
that he be defired to Print his Sermon : And 
Sir Edmund Jennings, Sir Charles Wheel- 
er, and Mr. Robert Wright , are to give 
him the Thanks of this Houſe, and to De- 


fire him to Print his Sermon. 


Will. Goldesbrough 
(er. Dom, (om. 
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St Mathew, 5. ver. 10. 


n Bleſſed are they which are perſecuted for 
| Righteouſneſs ſake : for theirs is the 
| K inge/ee of Heaven. 


FAN 4&E are here Aſſembled to 
Lament the Death of 
one of the beſt Kings 
$97 that ever Livd, and the 
Se moſt Pious Martyrs , 
<2 that ever Suffer'd. We 
PA "WIFCS are this Day to bewail 
a Crime fo deteſted by God, and Man, that, 
unleſs this Day had been long ſince pub- 
lickly appointed, _—_ the Voice of the whole 
Nation, 


aw 
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Nation, Pronouncd by you the Repreſen- 


tatives of it, for us, and our Poſterity, to 
Bewail it Yearly, in this, and all future A- 
ges; the Guilty Memory of this Day had 
for ever remain'd, an Indelible Diſgrace to 
the Prefent Age, and to the whole Engliſh 
Name it felt. 


When we ſhall recolle& the Afﬀidtions, . 


and the Virtues of that Bleſted King ; and 
ſhall remember, that in his Virtues he Ex- 
cell'd the moſt happy Princes; in his At- 
flictions he Equall'd the moſt unfortunate 
Men : though it ſhould not incline us to 
Murmur at the Divine Providence, whoſe 
Judgments are above our knowledge, and 
therefore ought” not to come under our 


Cenſure : yet certainly, it cannot but make 


us abhor the terrible Effe&s of funous 
Zeal, when it miſtakes Providence : it can- 


not but raiſe in us the greateſt, Hatred of 
Faction on a Pretence of Liberty ; and of- 


Ambition , when it Counterfeirs Religi- 
On. 

Should it not fall us all with Grief, and 
Amazement, that ſuch a King could ſuffer, 
asa Tyrant ! who was, to His People, the 

moſt 
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moſt conſtant Defender of their antient 
Privileges, the greateſt Author of New 
Ones: or as an Enemy to the True Religt- 
on | who was in his Life the Great Orna- 
ment; in his Death the moſt devont Ex- 
ample of it: or as unworthy to Govern ! 
who, not only by his Birth, had a Suecce(- 
five Right to the Crown, which he could 
not forfeit; but alſo, by his Perſonal Vir- 
tres , might have deſervd another Title 
to it, if His Crown had been Ele&ive, and, 
as His Murderers impudently pretended, at 
the diſpoſal of His Subjedts. 

Whether we conſider Him on the 
Throne, as he was there, too ſhort a ſpace, 
the Vice-Gerent of Gods Power ; or in the 
Church, as he alwayes imitated, and reſem- 
bled the Divine Purity : or ſhould we mea- 
ſure him , as we would any other Man : 
ſhould we take His Picture, as He Himſelf 
delighted to be drawn, with His Crown 
jo Scepter laid aſide , and his Wife, and 
Children , or Servants. by Him : whether 
we obſerve His Royal, and Chriſtian, or 
His Private: and Moral Excelleneies ; we 
might find, "in all, ſome Extraordinary Cha- 
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racer of Greatnels, and of that, which 1s the 
only true Greatneſs, ſuch as was admira- 
bly Temper'd, and Adorn'd with Goodnels. 
But thoſe other more Reſplendent parts 
of his Life,are a Subjed fitter for a Hiſto- 
ry than a Sermon. And, no doubt, if there 
ſhall be any Virtue, any Praiſe of Virtue 
in the Genctations to come after us ; His 
Name will live, and be mention'd wich 
Reverence in the Records of Honor : 
though not in the Large Roll of thoſe 
Kings, who have been only Happy, Pro- 
ſperous, and Victorious in this World : 
yet amongſt the far ſmaller number, but 
much more Sacred, more truely Glorious 
Number of thoſe Kings, that have been 
Saints, and Confeſſors, or Martyrs; and 
therefore xzore than Conquerors. 
I confeſs, I might, and, give me leave to 
" fay it, IT intended to have Complain'd, that 
the preſent Age had not made that Uſe of 
Him, which it ought; His Enemies for 
their Repentance, and Amendment; nor 
even His Friends for His Praiſe and Ho- 
nor. But, bleſſed be God, I am happily 
prevented in one part of the Complaint : 
I 
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I have nothing now to wiſh, but that His 
Enemies would as well perform their Duty 
to Him, as, it muſt be acknowledgd, you 
His Friends have done yours; by that much 
Peſir'd, long Expected, Yeſterdayes Vote; 
in which you have given a Reſurrection to 
his Memory, by deſigning Magnificent 
Rites to his Sacred Aſhes. So that now 
for the future, an Enghſh Man abroad will 
be able to Mention the Name of King 
CHARLES the Firſt , without bluſhing : 
and His Heroick Worth will be deliver'd 
down to Poſterity, as it alwayes deſerv'd 
to be, not only freed from Calumny, or 
Obſcurity ; but, in all things, moſt illuſtri- 
ous, in all things to be commended; in 
moſt rhings to be imitated, in ſome things 
ſcarce imitable , and only to be admir'd. 
In confidence of this, I will leave the reſt 
of His juſt Panegyrick ro the Regiſters of 
Civil Hiſtory : andI will only now employ 
that ſhort time, your favor ſhall allow me, 
in repreſenting to you that one particular 
Grace; which, I believe, He had in as high 
a degree, as our Mortal Condition, of its 
ſelf, is capable to Receive, His Magnanimi- 
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ty in Suffering. And, it will beſt become 
this Religious Place, and Office, to recom- 
mend to you,from amongſt His many other 


Virtues, that one Virtue of his Divine Pa- 


tience, which he could learn from no other 
Principle, but his Religion. 

To this purpoſe, I have choſen to ſpeak 
on theſe words of our Bleſſed Faviour ; 
wherein he propoſes Perſecution, which, to 
Nature, ſeems the greateſt Evil, to be the 
greateſt Good: ſuch as all his Diſciples 
ought, not only to endure well, as a ne- 
cellary Burthen , but to injoy as a Blef- 
{ing. 


The Words themſelves conſiſt of Three 
Parts. 


Firſt, This New, and Strange, Chriſtian 
Paradox, that ?o be perſecuted is a Bleſ- 


feng. 


Secondly, The only Qualification , that 
can make it to be ſo. It maſt bea Perſe- 
cution for Righteouſneſs ſake. 

Thirdly, The Great Reaſon , why it 1s 
2 Bleſſing, becauſe it is attended with the 

greateſt 
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greateſt Reward, The Kingdom of Hea- 


Ven. 


I cannot now ſtay to inſiſt diſtintly on 
theſe Particulars, or to handle the Argu- 
ment in my Text, as a Common place of 
Divinity. It will neither agree with the 
preſent temper of your Minds, or my own, 
to treat of it in ſuch cold , and general 
terms. But what I ſhall ſay on this great,and 


Primitive DoCtrine of Chriſtianity, ſhall be . 


only ſo much, as you may apply to the pre- 
ſent occaſion : that when I come to re- 


count the Kings unparalle] d Sufferings ; you | 


His Friends may be ſomething comforted, 
in beholding the ſolid, and eternal Foun- 
dation of His Suffering ſo well; which was 
no other than the Faith into which we 
were all Baptiz'd : and that therefore the 
Chriftian Faith, the Faith of the Church of 
England, may have the credit of that great- 
neſs of Mind, it Taught the King in His 
Extremity. 

| That To be Perſecuted is a Bleſſing , was 
a Doctrine never heard of, till our Saviour 
here firſt introduc'd it. No other Teacher, 


or 


ad 
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or L aw-g1ver, ever went,or durſt go fo con- 
trary tothe intereſts and pleaſures of Fleſh 
and Blood. None elſe would have laid fo 
much weight on Humane Nature : or could 
have made it ſo ea(te : none but He,that was 
God, as well as Man : He that, as Man, 
knew what it was to ſuffer + and, as God, 
knew how to ſupport thoſe that Suffer'd. 

Tis true, the power of bearing Perſecu- 
tion well, has been alwayes pretended to, 
by all fects, and Nations, and Religions of 
Men. All Hiſtory is full of ſuch great Ex- 
amples, amongſt thoſe,to whom the Goſpel 
was never reveal d. But have not the reſt 
too generally gone, on the wrong, or tot- 
tering Principles,of empty Fame, of doubt- 
ful Philoſophy, of Falſe, or Imperfe& Reli- 
g10ns? certainly ſeldome any truely Great, 
ſeldome any ſteddy, and unchangeable 
Comfort, little laſting relief, moſt certainly 
ſcarce any everlaſting was ro be found, till 
the appearance of our Saviour , to make 
Men, on juſt grounds, to Rejoyce, and 
Triumph in Pains, and Loſſes, and Miſe- 
ries, 


Mankind, 
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Mankind, before that, was left defeQtive 


| In this moſt neceſſary Virtue, of which we 


have all a perpetual uſe. For, my Brethren, 
there is no Retirement ſo Secure, no Provi- 
ſion ſo Large, no Search fo happy, as to 
find out that place, whither nor Cares, nor 
Misfortunes make their way. The Sweeteſt, 
the_ Faireſt, the moſt plentiful , Alas! 
you ſee, the moſt commanding condition 
1s often times a greater burthen ; at beſt, is 
only a leſs, and a gentler miſery, not any 
real happineſs. Of all thoſe that built 
Houſes 1n the Parable, the moſt rais'd them 
on the Sand: the beſt, and the wileſt , 
could only found them on the Rock: on 
which, notwithſtanding all their prudence, 
the Winds did blow, and the Sea did rage 
about them : all their advantage was not a 
full quiet; but only that the Storms did 
beat on them in vain. 

And this is that for which we are only 
beholden to our Saviour Chriſt; of whom, 
we may juſtly ſay, in reſpect of Mankind, 
as Angu$tus ſaid of himſelf, and Rome, La- 
teritiam invenit , marmoream reliquit ; he 


found our Nature weak, and frail compos'd 
C of 
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of Adams mouldring Farth; but he made 
it, and left it of the fineſt, and moſt dura- 
ble Marble. He himſelf came perſecuted : 
but one of the chief ends of his coming, was 
to free all that believe on him, and obey 
his commands; thongh not from all perſe- 
cution, yet from all the Curſe of it, nay, to 
do better, than if he had taken all perſecu- 
tion quite away, to make ita cauſe of Joy, 
and Felicity, a Blefling to thoſe that are 
Perſecuted. 

And, How feeble! How deceitfal ! How 
much like a broken Reed, which only 
pierces, where it ſhould uphold, are all the 
other Motives, and Principles of Sufferin 
well, in compariſon to thoſe, that He has 
Taught! | 

Firft. Some Men indeed may ſtrive to 
endure Affiictions courageouſly, in a ſence 
of Natural Decence; by the force of ſome 
Natural Paſſion, or by the ſingle Precepts of 
Natural Wiſdom. But, What is the chief 
end, that ſuch Men can propoſe to them- 
felves? Can it be much more, than the bare 
expeCation:of tranſitory Fame, and Honor 
in'this World ? or ſome Temporary Inte- 

reſt 
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reſt, and Contentment here below ? And, 
What mighty Reliefs,or Rewards are theſe? 
ſuch Conſolations, at beſt, can only ſtupify 
the Mind under pain; they are far _ 
turning the Pain into a Blefſing. Such Re- 
compences are imaginary, contemptible , 
periſhing, whilſt the Labors Men take for 
them, are great, and real : Whereas to a 
Chriſtian Sufferer, the Labors are. contemp- 
tible, compar to the ineſtimable greatneſs 
of the Recompence. 

Lndoubtedly , nothing jn this Life can 
make Afflitions tolerable, much leſs a Bleſ- 
ſing, but a Belief, that there js another Life; 


in compariſon to the Joyes of which, the 
Muiſcries of this Life are of no canſiderati- 


ON : nay, a belief, that we ſhall partake of 


the Joys of another Life, if we bear pati- 


ently the ordinary, and extraordinary Mi- 


ſeries of this: and that nothing can teach - 


us to .do the right way, but Religion ; no- 
thing, but the Right Religion. 

For Secondly, There 1s allp a ſtrange 
Force, and Reſolution of Mind, that ;jaay 
proceed from Falſe Religions, and from the 
Prins, es of Eodbuſjam. This kind cm 
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be confeſt far to exceed all Natural Cou- 


rage 1n its effects: it may ſometimes be 


hardly diſtinguiſhable from the True Pati- 
ence, that is Taughr by the True Religi- 
on it ſelf. 

Yet there are very Material DiſtinQtions 
between them : The chief this in my Text. 
The one is only for the True Righteouſ- 
neſs ſake : the other for a Counterfeit, Hy- 
pocritical Righteouſneſs. And beſides, they 
difter, in that the True Religion, rightly 
us'd, Teaches Men really to Believe, that 
to be Perſecuted is a Bleſſing ; but never to 
Perſecute. Falſe Religion, and Enthuſiaſm 
may make Men Pretend to Believe, that to 
be Perſecuted is a Blefling , but Really to 
Believe, that the Power of Perſecuting is a 


Greater Bleflſing, and to Uſe that Power 


with the Greateſt Cruelty, when they have 
got it; as we have felt by Many Diſmal 
Inſtances, eſpecially that of This Black, and 
Guilty Day. 


However, it is too true, that Miſtaken 


- Zeal, and Deluding Inſpirations, have of- 


tentimes a Prodigious Influence on thoſe 


Minds, that are Poſſeſt with them ; Poſlcft 
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in the Worſt Senſe of the Word: they can 
eaſily make Men defpile all Dangers, and 
Terrors: they can fill their Proſelytes with 
Heat, and Raptures enough to ruſh vio- 
lently on Torments, to Glory in the falſe 
Preſumption of Martyrdom, to do, as Em- 


pedocles of old, who caſt himſelf willingly 
into the fierceſt Flames, that he might be 


thought to go to Heaven, We have feen 
a Blind, Fanatical Zeal enrage Forty Men, 
to make War againſt a Mighty Nation, in 


efull Peace , 1m the midſt of its Principal 


Cit 
And ſince the Implacable Enemies of 
our Church and State have had, and fill 
have ſuch a dreadful oftenſive Weapon in 
their keeping, as all Zealous, though Erro- 
neous Religion is : Should not this, my 
Brethren, be a ſerious Admonition to us; 
who. profeſs our felves Friends to the 
Church and State, to make proviſion againſt 
them, by the better, more powerful, indeed 
invincible defenſive Weapons of our Spi- 
ritual Warfare, that may be learnt from the 
True, and Unfeigned Religion ? Since they 
pretend to fetch their Armor from Heaven 
againſt 
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againſt our Cauſe : ought not we really to 


fetch ours from Heaven againſt theirs ? we 
cannot want all other means of defence ; 
we have Reaſon, and Juſtice, and Law, and 
Loyalty on our fide : All thoſe the Ene- 
mies of our Church and State muſt want : 

But let us beware, leaſt if they have any 
Zea), we none, they have ſomething more 


forcible than any of the other. Moſt cers 


tainly nothing but Conſcience well-in- 
form'd can be an equal Match, for Conſci- 
ence mi{guided : nndking but the power of, 
Godlineſs; nothing but True Zeal can 
break the force of Falſe Zeal, and of the 
very form of Godlinels. 
Wherefore, from that Fatal Fxample, 
how much the Name of Godlineſs, Hypo- 
critically uws'd, ſtood our Adverſaries in 
ſtead ; may we be inſtrufted to Govern our 
Minds , and Strengthen our Hearts, and 
Reform our Lives, by the DireCGions and 
Precepts of the True Holineſs; to have our 


 Confciences as much in mls as cheirs;bur 


better Informd; not only to hate the Hy- 
pocrifie, but to out-doe the warmth of thezr 


Zeal. And, if the very Shadow of Chr:f 


could 


pr 
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= could: do ſuch wonderful things : What 

would not his Hand, bis Tongue, his Bo- 

dy, his Life do. If by a ſad experience, 

bs we have found a feigned, and Ditſembled 

Picty, ſo outragiouſly ſtrong, and too long 

rrrefiftible : Should we. not thence con- 

clude, what greater Influence , what more 

durable Authority, the True Piety might 

have on our Minds, by the efficacy of its 

own True Promitfes, Rewards, and Com- 

forts ? In which God has pitied the Infir- 

- Mmities of qur weak Humanity : has ſupply'd 

them all in a gracious proportion to our 

defects : has provided the greateſt happ- 

neſs for our immortal, and mortal parts 

| hereafter : has furniſht us with the beſt re- 
: lief for our Mortal part here. 

; Bur, that Religion ſhould beftow the 

| ſureſt aid, and afliftance in.perſecution, ts 

the more ſtrange : becauſe at the firſt view, 

| it ſeems to make perſecution more grievous, 

a by forbidding 'us many helps , and means 

ES of defence , which natnre offers to the af- 


flited. Does not our Saviours Doctrine 
command us, tohave'the fevereſt*thoughts 
of our ſelves? It tames the mind, as well 


as 
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as it requires the body, to be ſublervient to 
the mortification of the mind : It Jays {o 
much reſtraint on our intemperate plea- 
ſures , that to a carnal man 1t even ſcems 
to render proſperity a ſort of perſecution. 
It denies us the uſe of fome kinds of re- 
ſiſtance ; of all manner of revenge: of all 


__- actual revenge, which is the delight of the 
-.,powerful ; of all revengeful thoughts, which 
--may be eſteemed ſome eaſe to the weak. 


low then can it be, that ſuch a DoCcrine 
ſhould turn all perſecution into a bleſ- 
ſing? yes moſt certainly : and for the moſt 
weighty reaſons: of which the Two prin- 
cipal are here mention'd. In this life, it 
makes the ſuffering delightful , becaule zt is 
for righteousneſs ſake : 1n the next, it makes 
it our glory, and crown, becauſe of it's 
juſt claim to the Kingdome of Heaven. 

Firſt, I ſay, 'tis this DoGrine only that 
preſcribes ſuch rules, and provides ſuch 
helps, for the right ordering of all our 
thoughts, words and actions in this Life ; 
that if they be exaQly followed , will put 
us into a condition of ſuffering for nothing 
but Righteonsneſs ſake. So much modera- 
tion 
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tion it impoſes on our injoyment of things 
in our power: So ſtrictly it forbids all ir- 
regular deſires of things in others power : 
So much it teaches an inoffenſive meekneſs, 
and caution of not diſpleaſing God, or in- 
juring Man : that whoever lives according 
ly, whatever his Perſecution may be, he 
cannot but be innocent init: And if he 
be innocent, the Perſecution will be fo too; 
and will do him no manner of hurt. 


To a heart ſo Conſcientiouſly prepar >. 4x 1 4 


ſo certain of its Duty, ſo rightly ſecur'd in 
its Cauſe, the Afftictions of this World 
have quite another appearance, than to the 
reſt of the World. They are preſently 


found to be only the tender Trials of a 


Merciful Father ; to be not only his Trials, 
but Tokens, and Teſtimonies of his Love , 
and of our Adoption; to Intitle us to the 
Privileges of Gods own People, and Chil- 
dren , to his Peculiar Care, to his Spiritual 
Joys,1 to his Kingdom. 

- That is the other Contemplation, which 
completes the Blefling. And it is only the 


hope of that Kingdom, which: our Lord 


Chriſt alone has Purchasd for us, that can 


be Equal to the Wants and Withes of our 
D Immortal 
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Immortal Souls. That only can Refreſh 
the Liſtreſs'd, and eaſe the Heavy I aden, 
and Support the Living, and Rejoyce the 
Dying; without that ExpeQation, the leaſt 
Mortal Frailties, and Crofles, even Morta- 
lity it ſelf, were an Intolerable Oppreſlioa: 
but, with it, the Cruelleſt Mortal Pains 
may be made light , and inconſiderable : 
without that Beliefe, as Chriſtians of all 
Men, ſo Men of all Creatures, were moſt 
miſerable. If there were no proſpet of 
Heaven, even Earth it {elf were a kind of 
Hell: fo dark, ſo uncomfortable , fo dil- 
mally doubtful were the Condition of 


Mankind. But now there is a Heaven, ſo 


certain , fo unqueſtionable, ſo near them, 
who believe it, and labor for it: to ſuch 
there ſhall not only be no Hell; but even 
Farth it f{clf, amidſt all their Earthly Cala- 
miztes, becomes a kind of Heaven : ſo truely 
great is their Preſent Comfort : ſounſpeak- 
ably great will be their future Felicity. - 

YOU now behold, the Character, Sup- 


ports, and Benefits of that Perſecution ; 
which, in the Religion, that all of us have 
embrac'd, is reckon'd as a Bleſfing. This 
miallibly is the Chriſtian Do&trine. I come 


next 
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Fn oY 
or 4 OT ms. wt. a ti = 


"IS a. aft.” % 


before the Houſe of Commons, 


IQ 


next to inforce, and illuſtrate 1t by a Chrt- 
ſtian Example. - And, I might allege that 


_ of the Bleſſed Author of it,our Saviour him- 


{elf : But, in him, it may be faid, the God- 
head did ſuſtain the Humanity. T might 
urge the Apoſtles, and Primitive Diſciples. 
But they alſo were immediately afliſted by 
a Miraculons Power, enabling them to do, 
and to ſuffer. I might produce a*Noble 
Army of Martyrs, in all Ages of the Chri- 
ſtian Church. But it will now be enongh, 


once for all, only to mention - the blefied 


Pattern of that Saint-like King : whoſe 
wonderful Patience, in an Age, wherein 


Miracles were ceas'd, did almoſt ſeem to 


revive them: His magnanimons Suffering 
did evidence, how much Strength, and 
Luſtre, the true Piety may add to the moſt 
Princely Mind : the Affictions, that ſur- 
ronnded His Head , did not deface, bur 
beautify His Life : as-the Thorns, His Great 
Maſter wore at Hw Paſlion, they were in- 
tended by His Enemies for His Shame, and 
His Pain, but they were mm Truth His 


.Crown, His Forth, more Precions Crown. 


- When I ferwouſly refle& on all the Suf- 
fingeof that Excellent Prince ; how little 


D 2 -- He- 


E 3D 


A Sermon Preached 


He deſerv'd the leaſt of them from any. 


Man; how much far otherwiſe he merited 
from many the chief Authors of them ; and 
yet by how many ſad Circumſtances they 
were ſtill increaſt ; againſt how many fair 
hopes they ſtill prevail'd ; and with what 
unſhaken Conſtancy He bore them all : I 
cannot but conclude, that He was ſepara- 
ted, and Conſecrated, as it were, by Gods 
Special Appointment, to fall a Glorious Sa- 
crifice ; to give a new Example of Chriſti- 


an, Paſſive Courage, to the decaying Virtue. 


of this Age : and that, as the blood of Mar- 
tyrs is truly ſaid to be the Seed of the 
Church, ſo the Blood of one Mtrtyr'd 
King , ſhould be the perperual Seed, both 
of the Church, and Monarchy of Eng- 
Land. | 

He ſucceeded to His Temporal Crowns, 
by the ConjunGiion, and Indifputable Right 


of many Royal | ines. Yet he was fo far 


from having the uſual allowance,that ſeems 
due to Rightfu], Sovercign Princes : from 
obſerving whoſe very faults too curiouſly 
their Subjects ought ; and in better times, 
their honorable Enemies were wont to re- 
tire with reſpe@ : fo far. He was from being 

| thus 
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thus us'd, that even His Virtues were Mis- 
interpreted, and Scandalouſly Revild. ' His 
Gentleneſs was miſcall'd defet of Wiſdom; 
His Firmneſs, Obſtinacy ; His Regular De- 
votion, Popery ; His Decent Worſhip, Su- 
perſtition ; His Oppoſing of Schiſm , Ha- 
tred of the Power of Godline(ls. Such was 
the remarkable aggravation of His unjuſt 
Perſecutions; that though He had mani- 
feſtly the Right on His ſide, yet His Ene- 
mies, by their Artifices, had got over moſt 
of the good, and plauſible words, to be on 
theirs . Whilſt the worſt of their Actions 
were SanQify'd, and made Popular by the 
Specious Titles of Liberty, Purity, and Re- 
formation : He Dy'd for the Laws, as a Ma- 
lefaftor ; for the Church, the beſt Reform- 
ed Church, as an Enemy to-the Cauſe of 


God. 
To His People He was ever moſt Indul- 


gent, ſtil] ſcattering amongſt them the Roy- 


al Prerogatives, with a Liberality rather be- 
coming the Mildneſs of the Giver, than due 
to the Ingratitude of the Receivers. Far, 
in Anſwer to all His moſt Bountiful Con- 
ceſſions, He ſtill met with Evil Surmiſes,Per- 
verſe Comments on all His As of _— 
al 
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and thoſe ſeconded by Mutinons Petitions, 
Seditious Clamors, and Afſaults, and at laſt 
an open Rebellion. What thall we ſay ? ſome 
firange fatality, ſome unuſual unheard of 
Giddineſs had unawares ſeiz'd on, and, in 
too great a part, infatuated the Engliſh Spi- 
rit: to make them grow diſcontented, and 
fick of their very Proſperity ; thus raſhly to 
employ the Riches, and Plenty, they reap'd 
from the firſt happy part of His Reign, to. 
render the latter part of it unhappy. 

Nor were the Calamities of His Fate only 
confin'd to Himfelf ; which, no doubt, a 
Mind of ſo much innocent tenderneſs, de- 
ſird ; but they were Infectious to all about 
Hun. That which, in any other Ape, would 
have been thought a proof of the greateſt 
Human Abilities, to Counſel Wiſely, and 
Faithfully fo Judicious a Prince : and a- 
fign of the greateſt Human Felicity to be 
b: loved by fo great, and 'good' a Prince: 
was then acertain Forerunger of Mifortune, 

Of His deareſt Servants, the Firſt, whom 
he receiv'd from His Father, and Himſelf 
long Protected from the bliad Malice of En- 
vy, Was {natchd from Him by the Hand of 
a baſe Afaſſinate. Ard whilſt His Generous 

Heart 
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Heart was bleeding for the Loſs, many thous 
ſands of His SubjecQs, with Secret Shews of 
Satisfattion, nay, with open Teſtimonies of 
Joy, Applauded the Horrid Murther of His 
Friend. | 

His other beſt Servant; a Miniſter , the 
moſt able of thar time,both for Counſel and 
Action ; a Friend, one of the beſt which 
ever the Church of God had, fince it need- 
ed ſucha Friend: Him he was conſtrain'd 
to give up as a Prey to Popular Tumults, 
or, which is as bad, to Popular Juſtice : nay, 
which was worſe, and which ought not to 
have been mention'd, but that the King 
Himſelf often ſpoke , and writ of it, with 


ſuch Solemn Remorſe; His Royal and guilt- 


leſs Hand was made an unwilling Inſtrument 
of that unrighteous Action. | 

Bat, the uſtice this Parliament has done 
to the Earl of Strafford's Honor, has Vindi- 
cated the Name of Parliaments, in this Parti- 
cular : and the Repentance of that Merciful 


_ King has paid an honorable Atonement to 


his Ghoſt. The Servants Innocence has been 
abundantly yuftify'd by che Maſters fo Pa 
fionately accufing His own Weakneſs, for 
yielding to his Death. It was indeed a Weak- 
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neſs, to which the Counlels of His diſguis' d 
Enemies,or timerous Friends provok'd Him. 
Yet, he could never at laft have been drawn 
to it, had He not been halt perſwaded, that 
'twas better for one Man to die, than for the 
whole People to periſh. And, How juſtly 
may we think His Virtues to have been ex- 
traordinary! when His greateſt fault (I 
make bold to call it His fault, and I believe 
it was His greateſt) had ſo nood, and 1nno- 
cent a Foundation, as the Peace of three 
Kingdoms. Have we not great reaſon to 
ſuppoſe, that His Conſcience was moſt 
ſtritly watch'd, and guarded from <in ? 
Could any of His Enemies, notwithſtandin 
all their boaſts in this kind, ſhew us Proof 
of a Conſcience ſo tender ? which did fo 
AfeCtionately Lament, ſo Severely Repent 
of that Offence, as if the whole Guilt of it 
had been His own : whereas, at the worſt , 
the Infirmity of it only was His, the Guilt 
belong'd to His Enemies. 

His own Family was at once Perſecuted 
in many Quarters of the World. There was 
fcarce a Great Houſe in all Chriſtendome , 
that had contracted Alliance with Him , 
which Gods Viſitation did not ſeem toſearch 


out, 
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out, and to' reach in that Age. An ob- 
ſervation, in which His Adverſaries were 
wont much to Glory : As if he, and his 
whole Name had been utterly reje&ed by 
Heaven. Burt, ſucceſs, and proſperity in 
this World, is rather a Turkiſh, than a Chri- 
ſtian Proof of Gods favor : and adverſity 
the like of his diſpleaſure. Or elſe we might 
often ſince have confuted the very ſame 
Men with their own Argument. 

His only Siſter had a long familiarity 
with unhappineſs. Her he could never re- 
lieve in his moſt proſperous dayes. Nor 


was Providence rowz d to reſtore her Fami- 


ly, till about. the very year of His Martyr- 
dome. 


His own Queen was expov'd to all man- |. 


ner of Injuries: Rob'd of the Privileges 
due to Her Sex; much more to her high 


Birth, and Condition: declar'd Traytor for 


doing the duty of a Wife: the Laws of 


Human Cociety violated, to keep His very 
Mind from her : his Letters to her inter- 


"cepted,publiſhed,condemned.as Correlpone 


dence with the diſaffeded. 

His Children were driven from bis Pater- 
pal care, in that Age, which moſt needed 
E it: 


———— 
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it: ſome bred up at home, under the Diſ- 
cipline of his Enemies; of whom, even the 
Tender Mercies were cruel : others wan- 
dring abroad, and depending on the uncer- 
tain pity of His Neighbors. What one of 
the Ancients ſaid of Pomrpey's fall, was too 
true of the Kings : One Country could not 


contain ſo great a ruine: the Shipwrack 


was caſt on many Shores: not indeed to be 
buried there, as Pompey was; but toReturn 
again by a wonderfu} Reſtirution. Yet that 
fatisfa&tion the King himſelf Iiv'd not to ſee: 
He only felt the ſevere ſide, their Separati- 
on, and Diftreſles : the comfortable part, 
their Reſtoration, His Bleſſed Spirit has in- 
Joy d in Heaven, ſince His Death : and, by 
a ſtrange, myſterious cffe&t of the Divine 
Mercy,his very Death ought to be eſteeard 
the Principal Caufe of thetr Reſtoration. 

' Thus was he unjuſtly Perfſecuted, in one 
partofhis Domeſftick Relations : There was 
another alſo ; in whoſe Ruine he was even 
yet more nearly concern'd : and that was 
the Church of England: For, Why may I not 
call our Church a Member of His Private 
Family ? feeing he cheriſh'd it ſo Familar- 
ty, converſt with it ſo conſtantly, provided 
: } of 
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for it ſo carefully: Twere well if thiswere all: 
but I muſt add, he Dy'd for it ſo Zealouſly. 
For the Service, and Devotions of this 
Church, his AﬀeRions were ſo Inflam'd, 
his Judgment ſo confirm'd; his Prattiſe in 
them ſo Inceſſant ; that in all theſe, he was 
ſcarce equall'd by any of its own Miniſters 3 
I am perſwaded, he was outdone by none. 
We have undeniable inſtances, that neither 
his beſt Beloved Recreations; nor one of 
the moſt Sorrowful Meſſages he ever re» 
ceiv'd ; not his moſt Urgent Buſineſs; not 
his Greateſt Deli hs : not his Greateſt 
Grief could prevail with him, ever to Omit, 
or but for a Moment to interrupt his Days 
ly Solemn Prayers 
” From this Church he might juſtly have 
expected, and he had his laſt Comforts. Bur, 
alas! when he moſt needed her help, he 
ſaw her in the greateſt ontward Deſolati- 
on her ſelf: Her Chief Prelate, one of the 


Moſt Innocent, Devout, and Magnificent | 


Men of that Age, Beheaded in the view of 

Forty thouſand Men! and too many of 
them ſo Inhumane, as to Rejoyce at the 
Death of a Biſhop; agamft whom, their 


Chief Objettion ways his bemg a Biſhop. . 
O 
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.  Ofthis Church, whoſe Preſervation, and 
Proſperity had been alwayes his chief ftu- 
dy, he liv'd to ſee the Truth Queſtion'd,the 
Glory Vaniſhd, the Buildings Falling, the 
Revenues Devour 'd : and ſo Devour'd, that 
he himſelf muſt be compell'd,either to con- 
firm the Sacrilege by his Authority, or to 
make way for it by his Blood. Of which 
two Dreadtul Extremes he choſe the Jaſt : 
And ſo became our Churches Martyr, as he 
had been her Saint : A Saint incomparably - 
more holy,than all the Enthuſtaſtical Saints 
of the Sectaries : A Martyr, to be prefer'd 
before a whole Multitude of Martyrs that 
{well the Romiſh Calandar. 

Of this Church, in his Impriſonments, the ' 
Publick Offices were {ſometimes denied him: 
the attendance of his own Chaplains, ſome- 
times forbid : ſeldom but precariouſly al- 
low'd: Liberty of Conſcience refus'd the 
King, by the meaneſt of his Subjc&s, who 
Claim'd it as their Own Due, both by Re- 
ligion, and Nature, and made that the 
Chief Pretence of their Rebellion _ 
We. . .. | 

- His moſt Secret Duties of Piety were of 
ten diſturb'd. by the abuſe and outrage of 
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common Soldiers : hardly the Service of one 
of his Biſhops was afforded him in his Jaſt 
Agony. Yet Providence fo order'd it, that 
it was the very Biſhop, whom, of all his 
Clergy, he had moſt employd wn'Secular 
Afﬀairs. Nor could any thing more juſtify 
the Pious, and Conſcientious Choice of his 
Miniſters, both in Church, and State, than 
that the very ſame Man, who had Manag'd 
his Revenue, ſhould be thought fitteſt to 
direR his Conſcience ; that his beſt Treaſu- 
rer ſhould be his laſt Conteſlor. 

As to the Unnatural War againſt him, 
he made himſelf ſo naked to avoid it, that, 
when it was forc'd on him, he was not-in a 
Capacity to Maintain his own Juft Rights 


in it: He went ſo far to meet his Unduti- - 


ful Subjects in a Peaceful Compliance ; that 
he deveſted himſelf of moſt of his own 
ſtrengths, by which he might have ſuppreſt 
them. Why then did his Enemies ſo often 
tell heaven in their Prayers, that it was not 
the Arm of Fleſh, which brought them Sal 
vation ? when they had in their Uſurp'd 
Poſleflion the moſt conſiderable Forces, and 
Eſtates of their own Complices, or his 


— his Fleets, his Magazines, his' Re- 
venue, 


' 
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venne, -and the far ſtronger part of all the 

_ Carnal Means of the Nation on their ſide. 
Why did they fo often boaſt, in their Way 
of Vain-glorions humiliations, that they - 
themſelves were only dry bones, that a Dis 
vine ſpirit animated them, and that God 
was their Confederate ? when it was ſo far 
from being a ſignal Providence, that the 
King was at Jaſt overcome; that indeed it 
was rather a wonder he was not ſooner : 
that You, and ſuch as You, and Your Fa- 
thers, could fo long lupport his declining : 
Cauſe, againſt a power ſo much more OY 
mighty than his, and yours. | 

But God thought fit to ſuffer him to be 

defeated. And, though the Divine Coun« 
ſels were in this, as they are in many other 
things, unſearchable: yet, thus much we 
may ſafely pronounce, that it was not-in 
Wrath to him, but in Mercy. It was in- 
deed our Wound, and our Calamity, not 
his. For his Sufferings that followed his 
Defeat,redounded far more to his own glo+ 
ry, than if he had Triumph'd in War, or if 
his | tte had ſmoothly ltd away m Peacs. 
His Reign, if at had comimucd quiet, 'mullt / 
needs have been moſt happy. That good- 
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neſs of temper , had it not-.been rt, 
would ſure have been admirable, ſeeing 1c # 
- was ſo great, when molt bitterly offended. 
= His Vigtory, it he had Conquer'd; would no 
doubt "a been Mild,and Bloodlels : None 
would have perih'd by it, but Arm'd; and 
in the Field. He had too great a Heart, to 
mult over the Milerable. He would cer- 
tainly have laid no other Chains on the Van- 
quiſh'd, but thoſe' of Pardon, and Mercy: 
ſeeing He forgave them, and pitied them, 
F amidſt the Pride and Rudeneſs of their own 
Fa Victory. 

This is a Truth undoubted. Yet ſtill I 
muſt affirm , that *'twas more for His own 
Perſonal Renown, he was overcome. Many 

Y others would have ſhar'd with Him, in the 
Honor of the Conqueſt. His Armies, His 
Commanders, and Fortune it ſelf mighe 
have claimd fome part in thoſe Laurek. 
a But, this was a Praiſe far Greater, much Ra- 
rer, more Chriſtian, wholy Gods, and His 
Own : «that, after His Soldiers routed, Fs 
Gariſons yielded, His Friends reduc'd ro the 
taft Extremity , but Deſpair: And, Who 
but ſuch Friends would not then have de- 
Xs yet ſtill He kept His own Mind” 
unconquerd, . 
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unconquerd , and made that naked, and 
alone, to incounter, and Triumph over all 
the Malice of His Enemies. 

We are now arrivd at that, which, in 
the Worlds Opinion, was the moſt unfortu- 
nate: but, in a Chriſtian Account, was the 
moſt ViQorious part of the Kings Life. 
There is ſti]] behind a Lamentable Story ; 
to us Lamentable, though not to Him. But 
after ſo many ſad Repreſentations, 'tis time 
the Veil be drawn. The deplorable re- 
mainder 1s only fit for ſuch alvages to hear, 
who could ſee it without Grief, and cauſe 
it without Remorſe. Here therefore let us 
pa(s it by in Silence : Let us ſtrive to over« 
whelm the Cruel, and Guilty, Part of the 
Kings Martyrdom, which was His Enemies 
Part; by the Contemplation of the Inno- 
cent, and Honorable part of it, that was 
His own. | 

And this, my Brethren, 1s ſich a way of 
keeping the Thirtieth of Jamnary,as the 
Royal Martyr Himſelf moſt deſir'd. - This 
way of Obſerving it, 1s moſt Anſwerable to 
the, firſt Deſign ; of Dedicating ſuch Days 
to the Memories of departed Saints. For 
when the Primitive Chriſtians firſt Met on 

- ſuch 
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on ſuch S *  Occaſons, on the ver 

Dayes, and : 7-nti1ncs on the very Places, 
where ſome Eminent Chriſtian had ſuffer'd : 
they were not wont to ſpend their time in 
Curſing their Enemies, or Repeating the 
wretched Circumſtances of their Cruelty ; 
but rather in Praying that God would Con- 
vert them, in declaring the Pious Works , 
and Admirable Patience of thoſe, that had 
_ Suffered; and in giving God the Glory of 
their Excmplary Sufterings. 

YOU have therefore heard enough, how 
this Bleſſed Martyr was unjuſtly Perfecuted: 
though I have ſtopt my Narration on the 
very brink of the Precipice. Let ns now 
ſee, how He made thoſe Perlecutions a 
Bleſſing : how He behav'd Himſelf, in 
thoſe His laſt, and ſevereſt Conflids:: 
when the Whole World was a Specta- 
tor, too Calmly a SpeQator, of the | aft 
Part of His Life : whilſt Wicked Men Fu- 
riouſly Purſu'd His Death: furiouſly ; for 
it was one time, or other, to'be the Cauſe 
of their own Eeſtruction : whilſt Good Men 
Pray'd for Him,but could not otherwiſe help 
Him: nay His Enemies Pray'd too, and. 
bony Bely'd Heaven, in Preſuming,that His 
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Murther was the Rerarn of thetr Prayers. 
Rue Heaven was on His {ide ; God {upport- 
ed Him; the Angels Miniſter'd to Him; 
the Devils Tempted, Him in vain, His Ad- 
verlarics too Effectually. 


And, I beſcech you , Where can there 


be found a Worthier, or more plenti- 
ful Subject for our Admiration? than thar 
ſo Great a King, who: had Sway'd thoſe 
Scepters, that are the Balance of all Errope, 
ſhould come down from His High Eſtate , 
by. ſo many caſte, and deliberate  Deprees ! 

ſhould pic off all the Ornaments of a+ jaſt 
Soveratgnty,. to hear al} the Indipniries of 
His. own. Sabjedts Tyranny, with: ſo lictle 
Reluctancy, with ſo much Contentment ! 
ſhould prepare Himſelf Rilf for thicker, and! 
greater Affiictions, by a Glorious Diſlain , 
and yet a Pious Improvement of all the 
former! ſhould. havea Mind'ſo- Compaſite- 
nate ok athers Misfortunes; even of His Ene-- 
maes Offences, and yet ſo Sereneamidfi Hig 
own Dangers! ſhocks: have apreater Luſtre, 
and Mazeſty of Countenance, as Moſes had, 
and. that. not when. he was performing an” 
Adof Government; and Adminiſring the 
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Law ; but when He was dying, by the Un- 


juſt Pretence, of His having broken His 
own Laws |! | 
For any Man to bear Miſertes well, has 
been ever counted ſogreat an Honor, that 
fome of the Antient Heathens have too 
extravagantly thought, it equall'd Men to 
God Himſelf, who is not capable of Miſery. 
That (ſayes oneof them) 1s truely Divine, 
to have the Frailties of a Man, the Security 
of a God. It & indeed, by all true Philo- 


ſophy, elteemd to proceed from the great- 


eſt ſtrength of Nature ; by all true Chriſtia- 

nity, from the higheſt degree of Grace. 
Can any other Virtue, ſo cleerly mani- 

feſt, of what ſtrong, and firm, and mvulne- 


rable a temper the heart is made? Paſſive ' 


Courage 1s perform'd within, in the Soul jt 
ſelf: when Men are forlorn, oppreſsd, de- 
ſpisd , not ſo well as only forſaken : when 
they have no Flatterers, few Comforters , 
ſcarce any but Enemies near them. 

And therefore this Grace before was ge- 
nerally more found im the Poor, Low, and 
Obſcure part of the World:: 'twas com- 
monly excluded from Prinees Courts, by a 
Thouſand Delights, and by the Pompous 
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Dreams of Human Greatneſs. *Twas al- 
moſt cnough Paticnce before in Great Men, 
to be only-more moderate, and referv'd in 
their Plealurcs. 

From the Greateſt , and Beſt of Kings 
before, Men usd rather to take Examples 
how to Lead Armies, to Command Nati- 
ons, to Diſtribute Juſtice, to cheriſh their 
Good Subjects, to ſubdue the Rebellious. 
Theſe were the Arts of Empire. Twas 
from the ſevere Practices of the Cottage, 
the Cell, and the Gown, that they uſually 
fetch d Inſtructions, and Examples, how 
to ſubmit to hard Fate, to endure Mildly 
the Rigors of a ſtronger Power, tocontemn 
the Melanchol y, and Terrors of a Priſon, to 
pardon, or to bear the Afﬀeonts of mean 
Conquerors ; and, by ſuch hands to Dye a 
violent Death with Decence. 

What Praiſes then can be worthy of that 
King, who ſo much excell d the upper, and 
the lower part of Mankind, in their diffe- 
rent perfeCtions ? who out-did the Upper 
in Righteouſneſs and Mercy ; the Lower, 
in Meekneſs., and Long-(uffering ? How 


{hall we be-able to Extol His Goodnels ; 


who could » readily lay down His own 
Life 


i 


- 
© %\ re 


\ 


Ceſar Swam for His Life amidſt His Ene- 


before the Houſe of Cenmors. 


I ife for His Sabjedts? wh-on it has been of- 
ten eſteem'd goodneſs enough in other So- 
vercigns , to ſpare ſometimes the Lives of 
ſome of their Subjects, that have tranſgreſt 
their Commands! What Title ſhall we be- 
ſtow on that Magnanimous Courage, which 
could endure all the Barbarous forms of 
ſuch a Tryal, and Execution; the Inſolence - 
of the Ignominious Judges ; the Horror of 
the Diſguis'd Executioners nay, even (par- 
don the Word, for He Pardon'd the Thing ) 
the Spitle of His Inhuman Perſecutors : 
could ſuffer this, with as much unconcernd 
ealineſs, as if it had been only the Pomp,and 
Solemnity of His Coronation? 

To Witneſs all this, I might challenge 
the Teſtimony of thoſe very Servants, that 
were, by His Adverſaries, impos'd on Him 
in His Reſtraints: of whom, many were 
Converted by His Sufterings, who had been 
His moſt bitter Enemies, whilſt He flouriſh'd. 
T might Allege His Speeches, His Conferen- 
ces, His Perſonal Treaties, His Converſati- 
on,His Immortal Writings ; all Compos'd in 
His Greateſt Diſtreſſes; ſome near the yery 
ſight of the Scaffold. They tell us, that when 


mies, 
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mies, He had ſuch Preſence of Mind, as to 
Swim with one hand, and in the other to 
hold up His own Book, and fave it from pe- 
r#hing. But, when the King was incom- 
palſs'd with far greater, inevitable dangers , 
He not only preſery d, but Wrote that Book; 
to which, amongſt all the Writings of Prin- 
ces, I know none equal, but Ceſars, if His; 
gane Superior, but Davids and Salomons. 
But, What necd we leck farther, for a 
Proof af His Royal Courage, and Chriſtian 
Patience, than to the very Men that Con- 
nerd Him ? And that not only now, when. 
dey have ſo many Reaſons, ro Condemn, 
their own Cruelty towards Him : and, of 
all Reaſons, two moſt unanſwerable ones: 
I wiſh they would think ſo: His OwnPar- 
doning them, and His Sons Confirming His 
Mercy. But we may even venture to ap- 
pea to their Opinions, and Cenſures of 
WM 


» When He was in His Loweſ}, they in 


His Encwyics had Him long amongſt them: 
lopg they had all His neareſt Concernments 
n to their diſcovery : His Chambers, His 
Cabinets His very Bady, and Heart. The 


laſt pars of flis Lafe they forc'd Himato. paſs 
in 


.” 
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in a Camp, or Priſon, or Halt, or Scaffold. 
There were no ſecrer conveyances of aPa- 
lace; no officious ſilence of Servants ; there 
all His behaviour wasexpofed to the view of 
all, and chiefly to thoſe, rhat' mortally has 
cd Him. | 
And what the leaft indecenee or weak 
neſs did they difcerne? Whar'the Greateft 
Reſolution, and Heroick' Spirit did they not 
fee in Him? Did, at any time, any word, 
or even murmur of difcontent” come” from 
Him, for which He onght to have been je4- 
Tous of His Enemies preſence? Ny rather 
might He not, in al., have wiftd' for their 
moſt exa&t, and ſevere obfervation'? For 
what did, or could they obſerve? Whatiin 
all His Diſcourſes,bar” great Truth oppre1i's; 
and yet Gloriouſly Prevailmg * Whatnralf 
His private. Aions, burthe moſt unal{dae> 
Modeſty, and Devorion * What'irr all Fs 
Publick, but Umoveable Conſtaney, atiE, 
the moſt invincible thingin' this World; att 
Humble Conſcience —_— : x | 
How many various, diftrating thonghes,' 
of Hatred.and Difdiin, of res, Terdet- 
neſs and A ﬀeQion (not to ſpeak of Fext'ot” 
defire of Life ) might often then m— 
| {aulted 
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faulted a weaker Heart, in any one of all the 


diſmal degrees of His Paſſion /was it not then 


enough to Diſcompoſe and Shake a Mind 
leſs Eſtabliſh'd : or then when,inſtead of the 
moſt Flouriſhing Court of Europe, He ſaw 
Himſelf long abandond to ſilent Walls , or 
Rocks,and Seas,and yet more cruel Guards? 

or then when in His Solitude He caſt His 
thoughts back on His Travels abroad ; where 
He was the Love, and Delight of Forein 
Courts . and, on His Return Home, when 
the Whole Nation ſcem'd, for Joy, to go 
out beyond its own Shores to Mect Him : 

and, now to find, that the ſame Nation lay 
ſo quiet, and Aſtoniſh'd at His approach- 
ing Murther ? or then, when He refleQed 
on the Spotleſs Innocence of His whole Life, 
and compard-it as He well might, with o- 
ther Princes His Contemporaries: and yet 
obſerv'd the ſtrange Difference,that Heaven 
had made in their Fortunes? or then-when 
He found , that after the Greateſt hopes of 
Peace , and Accommodation, He was ſo 
ſuddenly, ſo unexpectedly Hurried to De- 
ſtcuQtioo, that even many of. His Enemics, 
could not keep pace with the reſt, in their 


Cruelty ? or when He ſaw , that all the {e- 
cond 
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cond Attempts of His Loyal Friends had 
prov'd as unfortunate, as the firſt ? or when 
He remember'd the Innocence, and the Ca- 
lamities of the abſent parts of Himſelf, and 
took His laft 1cave of thoſe His Children 
that were preſent ? or, when He beheld the 
Places of His Trial, and Martyrdome; che 
one the Chief Sear of His own fuftice, the 
other of Hisformer Splendor? 
 Or-when ——l can go nofarther. " 
this can ſcarce be ſpoken without Tears + 
and 'Tears will not Page a each fe 
Trumphant. U et it ſuffice, that, in allt 
He -was-not-withoue all Natural Aion? 
nor can any Man, that i is, be eruly Ma 
wimous. Two , indeed, came near 
lis Heart : the! Dreunes of His Family, 
and Friends and the- Flavery, 1 in which, 
He faw His £ubjeds were going tobe In« 
thrall'd. Theſe only could touch, yet even 
theſe could not dilorder His Soul , AoC 
weaken His Faich in God; to whomHe 
Medkly Reſfignd His@wn Private, and the 
Publick which-wasHis,own to0- and 
by aDivine' $pi ne pts Foretold | che happyRe- 
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-- Letthereforethe preſent Age,and Poſters 


3; let all his Friends and Admirers know, 


what'- his Enemies could not but con- 


eſs ; that in all his Laſt Words, and I. voks, 
and Actions ; He not only equall'd his for- 


met:Greatneſs ; but he Did, and Spoke, 
and Look'd, as became the Glory he was 
going to poſſeſs. He parted from his Crowns, 
as not aſham'd to have worn them, nor, cons» 
ſcious -of deſerving to loſe them, nor:un- 
willing to leave them. He ſubmitted not 
fo the Unjuſt Sentence, as a King : he yield- 
ed'to the' Cruel Execution of it, as a Chris 
Nian, The dtſhonorable part he refus'd 3 
the painful he accepted. He pleaded not 
for himſelf at his Enemies Bar, becauſe it 
ras below him : He Pleaded, and. Pray'd 
'his Enemies, at the Bar of heaven,which 
only was above him. That Majeſty which 
Nature-gave him, he preferv'd, he improv'd: 
That. humility, and charity, which Religion 
'Faught him, he PraCtisd, he adorn'd. | 
. What Comforter, in o great a Tempeſtz 


tonld have inſpir'd him, with ſuch Security, 


ſach Calmneſs, ſuch Cheerfulneſs? Who 2 
but He, whom the Windsand Seas obey'd, 
- | | _ Br, 
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He, that ,walk:d Himſelf . on-the' Rougheſt 
Waves ;-ſufter'd himſelf. the greateſt Tor-, 


ments, and was able to make His Diſciples 
do the ſame. Of that Divine Teacher He 


learnt this Heavenly Truth, That Perſecu-. 


tion is a Bleſſing : and, He behavd Him- 


ſe]f- Conformable to that Bleſſed Example! 


as well as. Dodrine. He was Perſecuted-. 
far Righteouſneſs ſake; whether we take 
Righteouſneſs for Juſtice, or Religion : For: 
both of which He was a Martyr : -and, al-! 
though his Perſecutions might ſeem a Curſey 
to him, in this World, becauſe they de- 
priv'd him ofan Earthly Diadem-: yet they: 
were a.Real, Inexpreſlible Blefling to him: 
Eor he is abundantly, unmeaſurably recom 
pens'd -in . the Kingdom of Heaven... | -., 
.. Whether the Kingdom of Heaven be tas 
ken.as uſually it is in Scripture Language, for 
the Goſpel of that Kingdom: thoſe Truths, 
and Precepts, that ſhewithe Way to.it : gr 
for the Joys of Heaven.it-ſelfzto which they 


L ead : He certainly has had the bleſſings I 


both: He felt, out of queſtion, the ſincere 
Comforts of the Evangelical Dodtrine- in 
this World: his Life ſhewd. it ; his Suffer+ 
G 2 ings 
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itips prov'd it'3 his Death moſt evidently 
confirm'd it. And therefore we have # 
_ chidtirable, vridvitbted aſſuranee; that he gt- 
rain'd; at his Death; to the gther thore hap- 
py Sent of the Wotd: that ( as lie hitfh- 
{clf the very Moment of his Expiring, ſaid 
he ſhould) He hit exchang'd his Coprapti-- 

ble, for an Intorruptible Crown : that the 
Text of the Serthon Preach'd befbre him, 
dt His Coronation, thibtigh ic then thight 
ſeem tttiſcaſoriable, has prov'd Prophetical : 
which was rhic latter patt of thoſe Words, 
Be 1bon faithful into Dedth, #44 T will give 
thre i Crow! of Fife. | 

: We have fibw attended this Godlih 
Man, to the end of hi Labots : and, as 
much as WE lth do, by wir Imperftedt Ap. 
uiſts;; and Conpratulitioas, We hve 
kin #6 the end of his Fakh, his &8- 
erdhite into rhe Kingdom of Glory. Bur, f 
#9 ſenſible, that, in Peal to perform my 
x Oct to his Aſhes, I have two much - 
<fpa'd bn the Patichct of this Grear Al. 
fanbly. Yet; 1 wii fed oh by ſome kind 
&f confidence, that, havihg this the Subjeft 


your 
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yotr Caſtornary pardon , and more than 


' otdinaty Atretiton, bur the moſt favoura- 


ble Concurtence of yout tendereſt Paſſions, 
For thodgh, on leſs, and private occaſions, 
there is fearce atty Sorrow , but may be 
wearied:. and dried up, by the diſtance of 
alttoft Thircy yeafs : yet I could nat -but 
believe, ard you your felves have given me 
the greateſt reafors imaginable to- believe 
it, that rhere are flofie here preſent, who 
citne tiot hither ſtil] afreſh, and moſt nearly 
corcern'd in the Irreparable Loſs of that 
excellent King. . "oY 

Perhaps ſome that have heard me this 
day, were hes own Menial Servants; and ſo 
were Dotneſtick Witneſſes of His incompa- 
fable poodneſs;, and had a ſhare in His par- 
tular. Kindneſs: many there may be here, 


_ Who injoy'd the bleſſed fruits of His firſt 
Peaceful tho Centle,moſt Religious Reign: - 
Hs Ruin, 2nd: 


many-1 ee, who priev'd at 
mdeavourd tov to ſupport His falling 


Greatneſs with-the hazard of all, with the - 
kB of mach, that was near, and dear to. 


them. Even the youngeſt of us, methinks, 


carmot but ftill,moſt ſenfibly regret His ug-. 
timely.. 


4 — —X Naan Prahd 


| timely Fall: by which they were ard, | 

of fo pelfeR an Example of all Virtue, and | 
Pictys and were forcd to paſs away their 
firſt years, that elſe might have been moſt - | 
rleafane, amidlt the Oppreſſions, and Con- | 
full ons of their Country. 

And certainly, all of us together have juſt 
cauſe to be humbled, under a ſenſe of Gods 
Wrath, and to Implore his Mercy, that this 
Royal Innocent Blood, which was ſpile for: 
the Church, and has cryed from under the, 
Altar, may, at length, ceaſe Crying ; not 
only againſt the Wretched Inſtruments of 
that Cruelty, tor that alſo, in our own Cha- 
rity, and by His Example, we ought ta 
Pray for : but, that His Blood may ceaſe 

| Criing againſt the whole Nation it Selt, 
which (How ſhall T expreſs it, without of 
fence ?.nay, How with a juſt Reſentment ? 
which certainly ſuffer it by their Negli- 
gence : Should I not add? by their ſtupi- - 
dity; and too much haſten'd it 'by their WE» 
Sihs. . *. 

- Aiidiif \ weare all Cordially thus affedted, 

as, I doubt not, but we all are; with ſuch 
Indigration for tus Undeſerv'd Death ; ſuch 
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curſed PraCtiſes, which finiſh'd the laſt part 


. of His Tragedy; -but-even of thoſe that! 
'did, any way, thatigh at never fo great a 
diſtance, i in the leaſt, Contribute towards it. 


May all of us, according to our ſeveral Sta- 


tions and Abilities : and, Who can have 


Abilities to do this, if you here preſent have 
not? May all of us be moſt induſtriouſly 
Watchful, that the ſame fchiſmatical De- 
ſigns, and Antimonarchical Prindples , 
which then Tnſpir'd fo many ill Men, Miſ- 
led ſome Good Men. and coſt our Good 


King ſo Dear; may not once more revive, 


and Infinuate themſelves aggin, under the. . 
ſame, or Newer, and Craftier Diſpuiſes, 
and find an opportunity to attempt the 
like Miſchicfs., 


For the Preſent, Let us all joyn in our 
hearty Prayers.to Allmighty God, That he 
would be pleaſed to pardon to us, and to 
our Country , this Hainous , Publick Sin , 


by 


In * 


| \Venerntion fort His a 3 
.may we. all erideavor' to expreſs theſe'o 


.AﬀeQtions , not -orily :by-declaring mobs 231 
. horrence of thoſe Black Counſels, and Ac- 
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